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Lower Moody Walk Project Caps Two 
Decades of Campus Transformation

IN COMMUNITY

Snaking through the center of 
St. Stephen’s campus—down 
from The Hill, past the Middle 
School, student center and 
dorms, to the Clayton Gym drop-
off area—sits a beautiful campus 
greenway. Students meander 
along native stone walkways, 
around boulder terraces and 
indigenous vegetation, and reflect 
on the rugged Hill Country 
beauty beyond.
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In an earlier era, roadways, parking 
spaces and a scarred, eroded landscape 
dominated the land. Four different site 
projects implemented throughout the past 
20 years, beginning with the creation of 
the first phase of Moody Walk in 1998 and 
ending with Lower Moody Walk Phase IV, 
completed last winter, have regenerated 
the landscape, replaced asphalt drives with 
pedestrian corridors and campus green 
spaces, and harnessed the rush of water 
down the hill. Alumni may remember 
Moody Walk as The Crossroads, the pathway 
separating the girls’ dorms from the boys’.

When the initial phase of the campus 
greenway was funded by the Moody 
Foundation as a model of environmental 
restoration, it was difficult to imagine how 
that ragged piece of land would be changed. 
Once in place, however, the first phase 

of Moody Walk not only transformed the 
land, but also served as a specific example 
of the changes that could take place on the 
adjacent landscapes.

Associate Head of School for Advancement 
Christine Aubrey credits the Site Master 
Plan first adopted in 1994 with the vision  
and grounding needed to carry St. Stephen’s  
campus through this transformation during 
the past two decades. 

“When Joan Hyde of Resource Design first 
put forth the idea that the land should 
be the focus and organizing principle 
for campus planning, it touched a nerve 
in the St. Stephen’s community,” Aubrey 
explained. “Community members loved the 
magnificent site and scope of the campus. 
However, we didn’t understand how to 
use our precious acres to think about and 

shape our future. We knew we needed to 
repair and add buildings, athletic facilities, 
parking areas, roads and outdoor spaces 
while paying attention to erosion, flooding 
and the complexities inherent in a boarding 
and day school. We also wanted to honor 
Bishop Hines’ and the Rev. William 
Brewster’s founding vision of how the 
campus was originally organized.

“With Joan’s guidance throughout the 
past 23 years, we have invested more than 
$60 million in campus restoration and 
construction,” Aubrey added. “We have 
restored and built dormitories, art spaces, 
classrooms, dining and common spaces, 
gymnasiums, athletic facilities, parks, 
roads, and campus pathways. With each 
new piece we have thought about how the 
project relates to our founders’ vision and 
the Master Site Plan created by architectural 

NOW NAMED MOODY WALK, THIS IMPORTANT CAMPUS THOROUGHFARE HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN SO INVITING.
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Each of the four phases of Moody 
Walk has contributed to enhancing 
the natural environment and 
campus community:
k Scenic pathways for pedestrian 
movement incorporating handicap access 
and views of the Hill Country beyond

l A variety of campus open spaces 
serving as forums for casual interaction, 
studying, gathering, respite and student 
expression

m  Environmental regeneration by 
slowing rainwater runoff and promoting 
water infiltration to support indigenous 
vegetation and recharge the groundwater

n  Pedestrians prioritized over cars while 
accommodating resident, visitor, delivery 
and emergency access 

o  Connection to adjacent campus 
facilities as part of an of open space 
network for student movement throughout 
campus

K N I T T I N G
THE LAND
TOGETHER

           “THE PROGRESSION OF MOODY WALK AND  GREENWAYS THROUGH THE HEART OF CAMPUS 
                                REINFORCES THE SCHOOL’S  FIERCE ATTACHMENT TO OUR PIECE OF THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY.
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firm Fehr & Granger. During each stage of 
construction, we have paid close attention to 
the repair and enhancement of the land. 

“The progression of Moody Walk and 
greenways through the heart of campus 
reinforces the school’s fierce attachment to 
our piece of the Texas Hill Country,” noted 
Aubrey. “We understand that our limestone 
boulders, creeks and native plants are at the 
heart of the St. Stephen’s experience.”

Through periodic updates to the 
Master Site Plan over time, the guiding 
principles—to create a compact academic 
village, replace cars with pedestrian spaces 
between buildings, capture views of the 
Hill Country beyond, preserve the Live 
Oak canopy, and emphasize native plants 
and indigenous building materials—have 
remained foundational to campus planning 

and development, resulting in a campus 
unity and legibility guided by the land.

The final Lower Moody Walk project, 
like its predecessors, offers value beyond 
its boundaries by completing the central 
campus greenway. The project incorporates 
the same environmental and campus 
community benefits as the earlier phases, 
with the addition of some significant 
campus improvements. 

Knitting the land back together while 
also enhancing campus facilities, the 
Lower Moody Walk project continues the 
pattern of connecting students to their 
environment and to each other. From 
The Hill to the Athletics area, people and 
water move along the same pathways down 
through all phases of the campus greenway, 
culminating at the Lower Moody Walk.

—joan hyde, founder of resource design

AF TERBEFORE

THE PROGRESSION OF MOODY WALK AND  GREENWAYS THROUGH THE HEART OF CAMPUS 
                           REINFORCES THE SCHOOL’S  FIERCE ATTACHMENT TO OUR PIECE OF THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY.”—CHRISTINE AUBREY, ASSOCIATE HEAD OF SCHOOL FOR ADVANCEMENT

Some significant campus improvements 
unique to this project:

k  Handicap-accessible parking, pool 
access and picnic area

l  Connection to handicap-accessible 
routes throughout the rest of campus

m Revised roadway for updated 
emergency access

n Large deck adjacent to the pool for 
school community and competitive swim 
team use 

o Attractive new pool fence that meets 
current safety standards

p Replacement of resident faculty 
parking lot that is safer, more efficient 
and environmentally sound

ENHANCING 
OUR CAMPUS 
FACIL IT IES
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The Lower Moody Walk dedication 

ceremony marked the culmination of 

four different site projects implemented 

throughout the past two decades. 

The service of dedication and thanksgiving 

began with an invocation by Jim Crosby ’70, 

alumnus and lay chaplain, who called upon 

those present to offer thanks for the new 

campus space, which has regenerated the 

campus landscape by adding pedestrian 

corridors and campus green spaces from 

the top of The Hill to St. Stephen’s Creek at 

the lowest point on campus. 

Following a reading of Psalm 127 by Ellen 

Osborne Ray ’86, alumna and executive 

chair of the board of trustees, Head of 

School Chris Gunnin welcomed attendees 

to the new community space. “From the 

founding of St. Stephen’s, our school 

community has recognized that being 

surrounded by God’s majestic kingdom 

compels us to live noble and sacred lives,” 

he said. “Today we gather to celebrate the 

beauty of our campus, to be reminded of 

our responsibility to care for this earth and 

our resources, to pull ourselves out of the 

business of our lives to pause, to reflect, 

to breathe and to worship. And we gather 

to thank all those who had a hand in the 

creation of this special space.

“We especially want to recognize the 

Moody family’s decades-long dedication to 

St. Stephen’s,” Gunnin continued. “Among 

their many gifts, their longstanding 

commitment to helping shape the slopes, 

contours and waterways of campus has 

enabled us to engage in vital improvements 

to the land while respecting the natural 

environment.”

Gunnin also thanked Joan Hyde, founder 

of Resource Design in Austin, who has 

overseen master planning and landscape 

design at the school for the past 25 years. 

Following his remarks St. Stephen’s 

chaplain, the Rev. Todd FitzGerald, led the 

more than 900 attendees in prayer before 

consecrating Lower Moody Walk. “Peace be 

to this place and to all who enter here,” he 

exclaimed. 

DEDICATION

ON APRIL 26, THE ST. STEPHEN’S COMMUNITY GATHERED TO CELEBRATE THE SCHOOL’S 20-YEAR COLLABORATION 
WITH THE MOODY FOUNDATION AND TO DEDICATE THE FINAL PHASE OF THE MOODY WALK PROJECT ON CAMPUS. 

MOODY WALK

PHOTOS The Rev. Todd FitzGerald leads the St. Stephen’s community in prayer during the Lower Moody Walk dedication; Middle School students gathered for the dedication service: William 
Casas, Harrison Ratliff, Carson Thu, Solomon Marshall, Jack DiNovo, Preston Miles, Peter Horton, Javier Montemayor-Aguirre and Jack Gormin
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